














Approach Seven

Use illustrated texts and graphic novel hybrids to scaffold up.

Illustrated texts or graphic novel hybrids can serve as a scaffold for readers who are still intimidated 
by an entire page full of the same small font text in paragraph after paragraph. These are more 
approachable books that have more text on the page, and illustrations may not always be in panels, 
but they still are not pages full of dense paragraphs. They may not exactly be traditional graphic 
novel format, but the fully illustrated texts incorporate many of the visual and storytelling elements 
that will grab students’ attention and help scaffold their skills for reading both graphic novels and 
prose books. 

(Bio section)

Booked  
(Middle School)

The Crossover    
(now a television show, too!) 
(Middle School)

Stuntboy, In the Meantime     
(Upper Elementary)

�:�[�\�U�[�I�V� �̀����0�U���)�L�[�^�L�L�U���;�P�T�L���� 
(Upper Elementary)

Emmie and Friends series    
(Upper Elementary)

Start using these approaches with your students today, and find all 
the graphic novels you’ll need at follettk12.link/36v.

Don’t have a Titlewave® account? It’s free! Register today. 
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Jillian Heise is a National Board Certified Teacher with one Masters degree in Reading/Language 
Arts and another Masters in Library & Information Science. She has been an elementary Library 
Media Specialist in southeastern Wisconsin since 2017. Prior to that, she taught Grades 7 and 
8 ELA in the Milwaukee area for 11 years with an additional year outside of the classroom as a 
literacy consultant. As founder of #ClassroomBookADay in 2014 (inspired by Donalyn Miller’s 
#bookaday), Jillian is a passionate advocate for the power of shared stories in building 
classroom and school community and engagement. She dedicates her practice to the right to 
read, ABAR teaching, and supporting all students by honoring their identities and lived 
experiences through access to inclusive literature. Jillian served as the Chair of the Wisconsin 
State Reading Association's Children's Literature Committee for eight years. She also presents 
at conferences and provides workshops at the local, state, regional, national, and international 
level to share her literacy expertise and book knowledge to inspire other educators. You can 
find Jillian online at Heise Reads & Recommends and @heisereads.
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